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A Welcoming Eucharistic Community,
Sharing Faith and Reacbing Out 1o All

Dear Friends:

Stewardship: allowing myself to be used by God so God can work bis wonders.

A friend of mine was preparing to give a talk at a local parish. She said to the parish priest, “I just want to
touch people's hearts.” His response was “That's not your responsibility. That's God's. Your responsibility is
to pray for guidance, to prepare well and to give the talk as best you can. Leave the touching of people's hearts
to God.”

Sometimes you and I are tempted to assume too much responsibility for other people's lives. If our adult
children make decisions that we cannot approve of, we feel guilty. If attendanceislow ata parish function that
we helped to plan, we feel inadequate. If a friend chooses not to follow our good advice, we feel bad. We act
as if we are responsible for the salvation of the world.

God has blessed each and every one of us with gifts. There is the gift of 'time." We have this day to work
for the building up of His Kingdom. This precious gift is fleeting. We have no guarantee about tomorrow
and so it is now that we give to God the time we have. We have been gifted with 'talent.” Some of us have the
talent of music, counseling, leading groups or giving service. God asks for nothing more than to share the
talent we have so that His Kingdom becomes real today. God has blessed us with 'treasure.’ This is the gift
that has been given to us because of our work. This reward for our work needs to be shared with others,
whether it is with one of the many charitable agencies or our Parish Family. God asks that we share our
treasure so that His kingdom may come.

Take time to reflect on the time, talent and treasure you have been given, realizing that it has all been given
by God. Not that I have to do all the work but that by sharing what I have, God will make His kingdom present

among us.
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You are invited to St. Michael's Parish Picnic In Celebration of our Feast Day
Sunday, September 30 from 2:00 till 5:00 p.m. at St. Michael's School Grounds

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. Last year, 2000, was our 1st annual gathering to celebrate the
Feast of St. Michael. Well over 300 people attended and we hope the 2007 event is bigger and better!!!

Publications Mail Agreement No.41510539

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:
St. Michael's Parish

515 Cheapside St.

London ONN5Y 2Y8



Gail Brown & Frances Theilade, Editors
.I To Qur Readers

All of you are Christ’s body,

As summer draws to a close and we return to our busy
fall routines, it is a good time to remember that we are the
Body of Christ. Each body has many parts, and each part
has its own special role.

In this third issue of the parish newsletter, you can read
about the many parts that help build the kingdom in our
midst: the helping hands of the Catholic Women's
League, the busy fingers and willing ears of our parish
office staff, the wonderful voices of the 5:00 p.m. choir,
and the eager hearts of our RCIA candidates. We
especially enjoyed featuring a story about the smiling faces

and sincere prayers of our youngest members, the
children.

and each one is part of it. ; -, 15,7

You may have noticed that our church bulletin names
Fr. John Sharp as our Associate Pastor part-time, and
wondered why the “part-time” designation?

Fr. John Sharp was appointed a Vicar General in 2004
fora period of five years. The role of a Vicar Generalis to
advise the Bishop and carry out many duties in the name
of the Bishop. Since June of 2006, one of these duties is
to chair the Diocesan Sexual Abuse Committee and be the
main diocesan contact person in these matters.

Fr. John studied at St. Peter's Seminary and was
ordained in 1971. He has served parishes in Windsor,
Chatham, London, Stratford, Forest and Strathroy.

The move from parish life in 2006 into administration
had a huge impact on his priestly life. The life of a priestis
nourished by the people he serves. Thus, he was grateful
to assist on weekends for six months at Holy Family parish
before coming here to St. Michael's. Thanks to the
proximity of St. Michael's to the chancery office, Fr. John
is taking advantage of the opportunity to celebrate
weekday masses here as often as his schedule allows.

There is a degree of isolation in the work Fr. John does
in administration, so he greatly appreciates the Wednesday

. Welcome Fr. John Sharp

Also included is an Annual Report for the parish. This
is the first time such a comprehensive report has been
prepared. The parish wishes to be more transparent and
accountable for the resources that you have given it. This
reportisa good start.

The Body of Christ is alive and well here at St.
Michael's and we hope you enjoy learning more about it as
you turn these pages.

On behalf of the newsletter committee, we invite all
our readers to enjoy this autumn issue, share it with your
friends, and support our advertisers. You may even wish
to join the committee or provide an article. We welcome
your comments and contributions.

by Gail Brown

morning team meetings at St. Michael's.
At these meetings with Fr. Murray,
Mary and Dan he is able to do some
faith sharing as they reflect upon the

Gospel for the upcoming Sunday,

contribute to the creative planning to \_J
serve the pastoral needs of the parish and commit to the
team in carrying out these pastoral services. The sharing
of some meals with Fr. Murray gives them the
opportunity to share and support each other in their
priestly ministry. All of this feeds his personal and priestly
life.

Fr. John acknowledges the warm welcome the
parishioners, team and staff at St. Michael's have extended
to him. His feeling of belonging continues to deepen and
he is excited about the potential of becoming more
involved, contributing to and sharing in the faith life of St.
Michael's.

We are very pleased that Fr. Sharp will be sharing as
much time as he can with us. It seems evident from the
smile on his face as he greets parishioners before and after
Mass that he is happy to be here with us as well.

Christmas Issue The Newsletter welcomes your contributions. If you have an idea for an article please contact
us before October 15. Email to gail-brown@rogers.com or ftheilad@uwo.ca.

Our Newsletter Team members are Gail Brown, John & Michelle Cavaliere, Terry Dollard, Paul Evans, Carmen
Gicante, Beth Ann Kendrick, Terry McBride, Dorothy Solomon, Vincent Taylor and Frances Theilade.
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. The Sound of Music

Itis, in the real sense, music to our ears. That beautiful
sound of the choir leading us in the Psalm of the day and
in the hymns which are a part of the structure of the Mass.
The word “sing” occurs 309 times in the Old Testament
and 36 times in the New Testament. Father Ed
Hontiveros, a Jesuit priest known as “the father of Jesuit
music,” puts it this way - “Our liturgical hymns are prayers
wrapped in music. They are, simply put, songs in search of
souls.”

You must have wondered from time to time, as 1 have,
just who are these people who are willing to share their
talent to assist us in the Mass week after week. Well, you
are in luck because I decided to get some answers. This is
what I found out about the 5:00 p.m. Saturday night choir:
Choir Director - Sue Cavender
Soloists (Responsorial Psalm) - Harry (Butch) Cavender
and Jim Campbell
Organist/Pianist- Nando Favaro
Instrumentalists - Jordan Clayton, Johanna Jaborra-Scott
and Jim Campbell

“When man comes into contact with God, mere speech is not enough. Areas of his existence
g »
are awakened that spontaneously turn into song.” p, .. genedice XV

by Terry Dollard

celebration.
She indicated
to me just
how much
these people
and all of the
other choir
members
past and
present over
the last nine years
have, in her words, “blessed her life.”

According to Sue our choirs are always in need of new
members. No experience is needed - you do not have to
be a budding opera diva or a Canadian Idol finalist to sing
in our church. As a matter of fact there is no audition
involved and therefore no initial joining stress. Sue
suggests to newbies that they find a singing range that is
most comfortable for them and as they grow in the group
they will have the choice of singing soprano, alto, tenor or

The choir was started in the fall of
1998 by Sue and her husband Butch
Cavender with the help of their daughters
Beth Roberts, Tammy McGrady and
granddaughter Jennifer Roberts. The

Our liturgical hymns are
prayers wrapped in music.
They are, simply put,
songs in search of souls.

bass, the major components of most
sacred hymns.

As a choir member you will have an
opportunity to learn how to read music.
Copies of the songs are provided on CD

original singers, and still in the choir,
include Jim Campbell, Irma Christie and Sue Irwin. The
current members include Ted Mizek, Hubert Van
Niekerk, Anita Renders, Maureen Boone, Wendy Feron,
Jeannie Thysman and her daughter Julia.

Sue is an accomplished, formally trained, pianist and
organist and has attended (and been a presenter at) many
summer courses on liturgy, music and choir direction.
She has directed choirs in Windsor as well as in London
and has acquired the organizational and perceptual skills
necessary to coordinate the readings for the day with the
selection of hymns appropriate to the specific

and sheet music for you to take home. In
other words, learn and practice in your leisure time at your
own pace. Each of the St. Michael's choirs has its own
particular musical flavor, and the 5:00 p.m. repertoire is a
mixture of traditional, folk and contemporary.

The rehearsals, held in the Music Room on Monday
evenings from 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. September to June, are
quick-paced and fun. Sue and the rest of the choir hope
to see you there.

Watch for articles on onr other choirs in
upcoming issues of the Newsletter.

Knights of Columbus
St. Michael’s Parish

Please Consider Joining
For Information Call
Steve Dietrich
519-660-1354

A CIEN

Bob Gibbons
Retired Plumber

All types of Repairs
Complete Bathroom Renovations

519-933-2669

Seniors Discount




by Dorothy Solomon

. The Prayer Network

Pray for one another. The beartfelt prayer of a good person

works very powerfully.

James 5:16

Goal 1 of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan states: "As living
signs of Christ's presence we will respond to the call to
personal holiness given to all by committing ourselves to
opportunities for ongoing conversion and spiritual
renewal."

The Prayer Network offers you an opportunity for
spiritual renewal while interceding for our brothers and
sisters in need. St. Michael's has a vibrant ministry of
prayer for special requests made by parishioners on behalf
of a person in need, with that person's knowledge. Those
for whom prayers are offered do not have to be
parishioners, or even Catholic. We are called to be Christ's
presence to everyone and so recognize each person as a
creation of God and therefore our brother or sister.

Prayer requests vary greatly: some may be searching for
a job, others are having surgery, and many are receiving
treatments for illness, especially cancer. Some just ask us
to remember a special intention.

A group of parishioners - young and older, singles,
couples and families - pray in their own way, at their own
time, in their own home, using their own form of prayer.

The Prayer Network Coordinator's name and phone
number is listed in the bulletin. When she receives the
initial request for prayers she contacts the team captains
who in turn call their team members. The number of calls
averages three per week. All requests are prayed for daily.
Each person is remembered by name for three weeks.
Their names are then put into a general category and
prayed for continuously.

Many of the volunteers were first recipients, or family
of, someone who was prayed for. This is the case of my
own involvement. My daughter was five months pregnant
when she called to tell me that she did not want to have
anything to do with me and told me to stay out of her life.
My life was threatened if I made any attempt to reach her.
I did not hear from her for two years nor did I know were
she was. My instincts told me there was a chance for a

reunion. I contacted the
police and was given a
lead. My other daughter
took a chance and sent
a birthday card.
Thankfully, we heard
back from her after six weeks. I saw my daughter again and
met my 16-month-old granddaughter. It was the support
of the Prayer Network that brought me to the point of
following my gut feelings. After having had this prayer
answered I joined the Prayer Network and later became
the coordinator.

As a group we meet once a year to share faith and get to
know one another. New members are always welcome.
We have a small prayer book to assist you. Setting aside a
regular time and making a special place with a candle and a
sacred object can be helpful in creating a space conducive
to prayer. Sacred objects include a bible, a crucifix, a
statue, or a picture of a favourite saint. The discipline of
regular prayer builds our own faith. Participating in the
Prayer Network makes us more aware of being part of
God's family and grateful for all the blessings that God
has given.

We know that life includes pain and sorrow as well as
peace and joy. I am reminded of a Beatles song,
“Yesterday, all my troubles seemed so far away, now it
looks as though they're here to stay, oh I believe in
yesterday.” Well, I believe in today because we are “a
resurrection people.” We have a God who became one of
us, lived as a human, died, rose from the dead, ascended to
heaven and sent His Spirit - a complete circle without
beginning or end. Jesus invites us to join Him in that circle
of life: suffering trials, enduring deaths of many kinds job
loss, broken relationships - but also rejoicing in His
resurrection that promises us new life. If you have a Prayer
Reguest or wonld like to become a Prayer Network volunteer, please
call Dorothy Solomon at 519-659-8242.

Paint Sale

Exclusive

Buy 6 (4L) cans of Beauti-Tone Paint and get the 7th free!
Over 2400 New Colours and a Colour Match Computer!

Fixy ! I
“H.l'fmn N |

Plaza Home Hardware West
725 Notre Dame Drive (at Viscount)
London 519-668-6888

Plaza Home Hardware
1080 Adelaide Street North
London 519-434-0981

forde tals.




" N Bill Smith: Usher Extr:

. Welcoming Parishioners

for 65 years

Bill Smith, dubbed "The Senator” by our former
pastor Fr. Jim Mockler, shared some of his memories and
gave me a glimpse into his life of balancing his insurance
career, hobbies, family and faith.

It would be easy to speak only of his hobby and love of
aviation. Seventy-four model airplanes are displayed on
shelves, telling of alife of patience, attention to detail and
perseverance, and the walls are covered with paintings of
various aircraft. Bill is very sharp of mind with a great
sense of humour as he speaks openly about his life. His
limited mobility is  greatly frustrating, so reliving
memories is a great pastime.

Anyone who attended the 10:30 a.m. Mass will
remember Bill as the white haired usher who drove the
yellow 1970 Coronet convertible, always dressed very
respectfully in a blazer and one of his 127 ties. His 65
years of service have earned him a permanent position on
the ushers' schedule though he seldom attends Mass at St.
Michael's anymore. Christmas and Easter are still a
priority; otherwise he attends the chapel Mass at the
Residence on the Mount where he resides.

He fondly recalls the friendships he has made over the
years, especially his camaraderie with his fellow ushers and
their bowling league. Bill regards service to the church as
an honourable pursuitand sees a decline in respect for this
vital role in the more casual appearance of those at Mass.
He feels there should be a dress code for those servingina

by Dorothy Solomon

ministry during Mass. Bill does not
consider himself overly religious but
he has enjoyed many a conversation
with numerous pastors over the years.
One anecdote he shared is that in the
early years there would be a little pile of dimes

and nickels on the usher's desk to make change for the
voluntary seating charge of ten cents.

The church has changed some practices over the years
and Bill's faith has developed and changed as well. He
speaks of God as a good friend with whom he chats
throughout the day. His prayers are for his family, friends
who have passed away, all who have lost loved ones and his
community of St. Michael's. He speaks lovingly of his 53-
year marriage to Marjorie who resides at Marian Villa. He
longs for their weekly visits but at the same time struggles
with a tremendous heartache that they cannot be together.
Their three children, Billy a teacher, Jimmy a real estate
agent and Leslie a principal, are their most remarkable
joys, followed closely by their grandchildren. The motto
he lives by provides words of wisdom for us all - "Be
considerate and respectful of your fellow human beings
and love everybody. That way you will have made a decent
contribution to life."

St. Michael's has been blessed to have Bill and Marjorie
as parishioners for 65 years. Please keep them in your
prayers.

SELLING YOUR HOME?
Why call Edward Placzek?

Award winning marketing, consistent sales performance
with 25 years experience working at Re/Max, London

* Free professional staging and decorating advice

» State of the art marketing

» Top media exposure when you need it the most
* Internet site exposure with virtual tours

* Large number of potential buyers

« Extensive referral network worldwide

» Weekly update on marketing progress

*You become an important member of our team

« Matching the very best buyer for your property to obtain top value

Edward Placzek, Broker

» Three award winning Realtors for the price of one!!

We know more because we sell more
For FREE market evaluation call the Placzeks

Centre City Realty Inc. Brokerage
RF//MK 519-667-1800

With the

PLACZEKS
YOU'RE#
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Being part of the RCLA process was a terrific
experience for me. It allowed me to slow down
and contemplate the truly important aspects of
my life. Every Wednesday we were introduced to
interesting  speakers and heard thought-
provoking topics. 1 found myself  looking
Jorward to our next meeting with great
anticipation. But the best part was the friendships we struck up along
the way. We were no longer strangers but truly “companions on the
Journey.” Many thanks to Father Murray, Mary and nry sponsor,
Maria De Luca. Their guidance and love truly made the RCLA
experience a very special part of my life. Caroline MacDonald

I am often asked the question “How do I become a
Catholic?” Itis a question I love to hear because it presents
a wonderfully graced moment in my ministry where,
through mutual sharing of values and beliefs, I am
privileged to journey with someone eager to learn more
about the Catholic faith.

The Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) has
its origins in the early Church and
was reinstated by The Second
Vatican Council as the way in
which we welcome new members
into the Church. Itis a process of
study, exploration and faith
formation. Sessions are held on
Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9:00
p-m., October to April. Those
inquiring about the faith come
from a variety of backgrounds. Some have never been
baptized, some have been baptized in another Christian
tradition while others have been baptized Catholic as
infants but have never received First Eucharist or
Confirmation.

The first stage of the process is the Inquiry Phase. The
candidates meet as a group to inquire about the faith. We
cover a broad range of topics including God, Jesus, the
Holy Spirit, Scripture, Heaven and Hell, Prayer, Mary and
the saints.

The candidates reflect on their faith and on the
teachings they have heard. If they wish to proceed they are
invited to come before the parish community to formally
request membership into the Church. They are then
matched with a sponsor who accompanies them to the
weekly sessions and provides support and encouragement

The Right of Christian Initiation of Adults

by Mary Taylor, Pastoral Minister

along the way. The sponsor represents
the Christian community into which the
candidates will be welcomed. The
sponsor is normally a member of the
parish but can be a family member or
friend.

During the second stage of the process, the candidates
reflect on the teachings of the Catholic Church. Topics
include the Mass, sin and reconciliation, the problem of
evil, conscience and moral decision-making, Baptism,
Confirmation, and Marriage.

The third stage of the process coincides with the
season of Lent. Lent is a time of spiritual renewal for the
whole Church. For the candidates, it is a time to prepare
for their reception into the Church at the Easter Vigil on
Holy Saturday night.

Those to be baptized will celebrate the sacrament that
night. Those who have already been baptized in other
faith traditions make a Profession
of Faith into the Catholic Church.
All will receive Confirmation and
Eucharist. The Easter Vigil is a
time of great joy for the entire
parish as we welcome these new
members into our midst. This
year 22 adults joined our faith
community. We are blessed and
renewed by the gift of their
presence and witness among us.

Welcoming new members
is the responsibility of the entire
parish community. Through our support and prayers we
create an environment in which they can feel truly
welcome. In the weeks following their reception into the
Church they are eager to discern their gifts and to find
appropriate ways to share them with the parish
community. We are called to encourage them in whatever
way we can so that together we can build the Kingdom of
God.

Next year the Easter Vigil will be celebrated on March
22 at 8:00p.m. Why not plan to attend and support the
men and women who will respond to God's call this year
to become members of our parish family next Easter.

If you or someone you know is interested in exploring
the Catholic faith, please call me at 519-433-6689 at ext.
203 or e-mail me at mtaylor@rceclondon.on.ca. Our
sessions start on October 3.




. The RCIA Process

A Journey of

Editors Note: Jeff wrote this reflection during the RC1A

When Mary Taylor asked me to write something about
what the RCIA process meant to me, at first I was
honoured, then of course a little worried. I mean, how
does one put something that has come to mean so much
to me personally and spiritually into words?

Like many in the class, I married a Catholic, and
promised the priest at the time of our marriage
preparation course that I would raise our kids Catholic
and they would attend a Catholic school. I didn’t think
much of it at the time. I just wanted to say the right thing
so the priest would let me marry Kelly.

I grew up in a Christian home. My father is a United
Church minister and I am grateful to my parents for
introducing me as a child to church. I sang in the church
choir, went to Sunday school, attended youth group. At
university I was fortunate to be a paid singer in a church
here in London. After that, I became the choir director ata
United Church in Thamesford.

For the longest time I thought I was doing my job as a
Christian. I went to church every Sunday, did my job and
came home. Wasn’t that what I was supposed to do? As 1
grew older I began to discover that something was missing
in my spiritual life. I was simply going through the
motions, not taking the time to think about my faith and
where Christ fits into my life. I was making time for Him
once aweek, but didn’t spend a great deal of time thinking
about the Holy Spirit other than on Sundays. I needed
something more.

My children were attending a Catholic school; my wife
is a Vice-Principal in the Catholic system - the timing was
perfect. In the beginning I joined the RCIA for them but
was quick to realize that was not the case. I am doing this
for myself.

Every Wednesday night, a wonderful group of people
gets together with Fr. Murray, Mary, our sponsors and
guest speakers to listen and share. Sometimes the

Faith and Friendship

by Jeff Holbrough

discussion becomes personal as people
share their life experiences, and their
faith journeys with each other. Other
times, there is very little discussion, and I
suspect that many in the class, like myself, spend time on
their own thinking about what was discussed.

I'look forward to Wednesday nights each week, seeing
the new friends that I have been fortunate enough to
meet, but also allowing myself to be filled with a
wonderful feeling of belonging. I am in the right place,
and looking back at things, it is my journey of faith that
has led me here. Ihave been amazed at how many people
in our group have the same feelings as I do we have
become “Companions on a Journey”” Our journey is
moving towards Easter when the culmination of our
efforts will be rewarded, as we become members of the
Catholic Church. Participating in the RCIA has made me
realize that the journey does not end here, but should
continue for the rest of ourlives.

Seek and you shall find
Knock and the door shall be opened
Ask and it shall be given

We continue to seek, continue to knock and trust in
Christ thatit will be given. I encourage anyone considering
taking the RCIA process to do so. You will be rewarded in
SO many ways.

RCIA Sponsor

Would you like to help someone grow towards full
initiation into the Catholic Church? Be part of the
team that welcomes, encourages, and supports those
who inquire about our faith. You will also revitalize

your own faith and make new friends. The time
commitment is Wednesday evenings from November
until April.  If you are interested in becoming a
sponsor, please contact Mary Taylor.

BRUCE M. SWORIK, cCIM, ALC
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.I Parish Mission:
|

Do you have an “attitude of gratitude” to almighty
God who has given you all that you have? Do you respond
to God's love by generously sharing the gifts that you have
received with others your time, talents and resources? Do
you place your trust in God that He will take care of you,
now and for all eternity? Gratitude, Generosity and Trust
are three elements of stewardship that Fr. Darrin will
focus on as he explores what it means to be a Christian
steward in today's world.

Fr. Darrin is a priest of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.
He studied for the priesthood at St. Petet's Seminary and

. Parish Mission:

Fr. Philip Chircop, S. J.
April 20 to 23 from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

The Universal Church is invited to take the year 2008
and meditate on the Eucharist. The world will gather in
Quebec City with our Holy Father Pope Benedict from
June 15 to 22 to celebrate the 49th International
Eucharistic Congress. To prepare our parish for this year
of grace we have invited Fr. Philip Chircop, a Jesuit, to
preach on this great gift from God to us.

Fr. Chircop considers himself a seeker, always looking
for fresh and creative ways to proclaim the Good News,

Fr. Darrin Gurr

The Eucharist
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Called to be Ste

November 18, 19, 20 from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

was ordained in 1989. He has worked in
both rural and urban parishes and has
employed the principles of
stewardship in all aspects of ministry. Fr. Darrin has
facilitated workshops, conferences, study days and
retreats in stewardship throughout Canada. He is
currently the founding pastor of the new parish
community of St. Gianna in Winnipeg; Fr. Darrin holds a
Master's Degree in Liturgy from the University of Notre
Dame and serves as the Director of Liturgy for his
Archdiocese.

God’s Gift for the
Life of the World

hopefully helping “fellow pilgrims on the way” to
embrace real and radical changes that lead to
transformation in Christ Jesus.

Fr. Chircop has preached missions all over the world.
He has a great sense of humour and understands the
human struggle. He will preach from the heart.

Each evening we will gather at 7:00 p.m. for the talk,
praise and prayer. During the day, from the time of
morning mass until the evening talk, Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament will take place.

NTE et

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

519-432-9863
1486 Richmond Street, London
(adjoining Mount St. Joseph)

g E SECURITIES LTD.

J'ﬁez:mﬁmy in Common Stacks and Mutual Funds

Paul H. Miller
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519-642-0626
pmiller@garybean.ca

Member of the Investment Dealers Association and the Canadian Investor Protection Fund




. New Ambo Given in Remembrance

The Traber family bas called St. Michael’s

Late in 2006 St. Michael's Parish was blessed with the
installation of a new marble Ambo designed to match the
altar. In adedication ceremony during the 8:30 a.m. Mass
on December 24, 2006 Father Matthew blessed the new
Ambo.

In response to Father Murray's request in a Sunday
bulletin, Mary Catherine and Kevin Flynn decided to
donate the Ambo as a tribute to Mary Catherine's parents,
Rose and Joe Traher and her sister Anne Marie Traher.
Mary Catherine says they “are more than thankful to be
able to do this. My Mom, Dad and sister were given to me
as my family and because of them my life and the lives of
my own family have been more than abundantly blessed in
so many ways.”

The Traher family has called St. Michael's their parish
home since its opening in 1911. Joe Traher was an active
member of the parish until his death in 2001 at the age of
88. He and his siblings all attended St. Michael's
Elementary School and for many years he was active in the
usher's ministry. Until her death in 1998, Rose Traher was
very involved in St. Michael's parish life through the CWL.
She also was a strong and positive influence on the
family's spiritual lives by ensuring their regular attendance
at Mass, Missions and special devotions such as Forty
Hours. In the Traher family there was no question about
attendance at St. Michael's, “it was our life, our faith, our

by Terry McBride

their parish home since its opening in 1911.

Anne Marie Traher attended St. Michael's Elementary
School and was an enthusiastic member of St. Michael's
Parish until her death in 2005. St. Michael's parish family
is grateful for this generous donation. Father Murray
emphasizes “each time the Ambo is used for the
proclamation of the Sacred Scriptures we are reminded
that the Word must be a lived reality. As Rose, Joe and
Anne Marie lived their faith we are challenged to do the
same.”

L ector at
new Ambo

John |. Callaghan, CA, CMC

700 Richmond Street, Suite 402
London, ON N6A 5C7 :

T. 519 433 5192 F. 519 433 5351
john@callaghanconsulting.com
www.callaghanconsulting.com

parish.”
@

Callaghan

CONSULTING GROUP

Mike Whelan, B.Comm, CLU, CH.FC.
Financial Security Advisor

Suite 30, 255 Dufferin Avenue
London, ON N6A 4K1

Office: 519-435-7904

Fax: 519-435-7999
mike.whelan@freedomS5 Sfinancial.com

‘-i: ] Freedom 55
- Financial

A division of London Life Insurance Company

Vincent Taylor & Associates

Stewardship and development services
for parishes and faith-based charities

e Stewardship Process
e Capital Campaign
e Planned Giving

519-663-9211 vincent@uincenttaylor.com

A little care for your feet.

Vicki Whelan R. N. (519) 433-5432




The Liturgy of the Word for Children is a wonderful
opportunity for children in grades two to four to discuss
the teachings of Jesus in a comfortable and interactive
environment. Led by a variety of volunteers throughout
the year at both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Masses, this

experience is one that truly touches your heartand soul.
Debbie Lucas and I have had the joy and privilege of

The Lituray of the Word for Chile

a learnir;g experience
for al

by Sue Hardy

why it was important for us to forgive others if we have
been hurt by someone's words or actions. After much
discussion on this topic, one of the children shared the
following, “Itis important for us to forgive someone who
hurts us. Otherwise, you carry all that hurt and anger
around in your heart and it makes you not a very happy
person.”

leading The Liturgy of the Word for
Children from April to June for the past
three years at the 8:30 a.m. Mass. About

Before returning to join their

this experience is one that truly  parents for the remainder of the Mass,
touches your heart and soul.

the children offer their own Prayers of

ten children attend each week and we
are often touched by the incredible understanding and
insight that children have with regard to their faith. We are
also constantly reminded of what we can learn from
children, if we just take the time to listen.

The readings covered in The Liturgy of the Word for
Children are the same readings heard at the Mass but are
written at the child's level. The children take turns lighting
the candle and proclaiming the readings. Following the
Gospel, we are able to talk in depth with the children
about what the readings mean and how we can put the
teachings of Jesus into practice in our daily lives. This is by
no means a one-way
conversation. The children
listen carefully to the
readings and frequently ask
thoughtful and probing
questions. This is
wonderful time for
discussion on how we can
live the lives Jesus wants us
to.

a

One of my favourite
Liturgy sessions was the
Sunday we were talking
about forgiveness. The
conversation focused on

the Faithful. The prayers often include
family members, teachers, friends, and sometimes pets
who are ill, who have passed away, or who hold a special
place in their hearts. These prayers are a wonderful way of
learning what is going on in the lives of these children.
The children are able to freely express their love,
friendship and grief for those who are close to them
through prayer.

The Liturgy of the Word for Children has played a
special role in my life. It has been so rewarding to see the
children grow in their faith as they listen to and discuss the
readings from week to week. To see their confidence
increase as they read the
opening prayer to their
friends, participate actively
in the discussion on the
readings, or when they can
finally say the Apostle's
Creed by heart, is a joy to
witness.

To all the children who
have taught me so much
over the past three years,
thank you for sharing your
faith and for touching my
life with your honesty and
compassion.

¢ Flower/Plant/Silk Arrangements
¢ Funeral/Wedding Specialist

&Wﬁy/ % o Fruit/Gourmet Baskets
b=

N\ e Balloons & Gifts

d/{' m }lﬂ_ 2\\ e Worldwide Delivery

“Sending an Expression of You”
1656 Hyde Park Road

B
519-453-3100\

www.FlowersbyMartha.ca

Philip J. Squire Law Office

o Wills & Estates
e Slip & Fall
e Insurance Claims

e Powers of Attorney
e Criminal Defense
e Employment Disputes

200 Queens Avenue
Suite 302
London, ON N6A 1]3

TEL: 519-673-1233
FAX: 519-661-0807
E-mail: psquire@bellnet.ca
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. A Sfudem"s Confirmation EXperie

Grade eight means more than just the top of the
school, better year-end trips and graduation. It is also the
year that you are given the opportunity to be confirmed.

Confirmation is the sacrament we receive when we are
ready to renew our baptismal promises. When we were
younger our parents made the decision for us to become
part of the Catholic Church. Now God feels we are old
enough to decide for ourselves. The sacrament of
Confirmation brings us closer to God as we become
adults in the Church. We prepare for this by studying in
school and meeting with Dan Moynihan. There were two
retreats that were highlights for me in my journey.

On September 24 our parish attended a Spirit Rally at
John Paul II with students from surrounding parishes.
Singing and acting were used to deliver positive and
inspirational messages. My favorite speakers were Brad
and Gene, who travel across Canada spreading God's
word energetically through skits and real life stories. The
most important thing I learned from this retreat was that
through belief and prayer anything can be accomplished!

In January we attended another wonderful retreat put
on by the NET team (National Evangelization Team), a
group of 10 teenagers who have taken a year off school to
teach teenagers around Canada about God. My family was
fortunate to have two of the teens live with us while they
were in London! The retreat was a great experience and
easy to relate to because we learned from people our age.

by Jennifer Barbon

They taught about God through
skits, games, real life stories and
discussions. Before leaving they
gave us each a bookmark with
scriptures we could read to get to
know God a little better. Going into this retreat many
people thought that it was going to be boring, but coming
out their thoughts were totally different.

For Confirmation the Church wants us to have a
sponsor to help us through our faith journey. This person
should be special to you, encourage you in your faith and
be faithful themselves. This person will always be there for
you as you go through life's challenges.

On the night of Confirmation we gather in the church
with our family, friends and sponsor to celebrate Mass.
The bishop anoints us with Chrism (oil) on our foreheads
just as we received in baptism. This anointing seals us with
the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit- Understanding,
Knowledge, Fear of the Lord, Piety, Wisdom, Counsel
and Courage. To thank God we must use these gifts when
they are needed.

My journey through Confirmation was full of learning
and brought me closer to my faith. As your son or
daughter prepares for this sacrament I encourage them to
get involved in the retreats and other opportunities. I also
assure you that your sons and daughters will have a great
time as they prepare to become adults in the church!

BMO 9 Nesbitt Burns-®

Abbott Investment Group
Antony D. Abbott

Vice-President, Investment Advisor

Jonathan Batch
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(519) 672-8560
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. A
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Tel: 519-432-3337

Fax: 519-432-9021
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KROWN RUST CONTROL CENTRE
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. The OWL Invites You!

For God
and Canada

The Catholic Women's League of Canada is a national
organization rooted in gospel values calling its members
to holiness through service to the people of God. At St.
Michael's, this service takes many forms, both financial
and practical. The CWL makes contributions to local
school and parish programs and community

by Gail Brown

wills and estates lawyer, and representatives from the
many causes and organizations supported by the CWL,
such as Women's Community House and L'Arche.
Activities have included cake decorating, scrap booking,
and movie nights. You don't have to be a member to
attend a meeting - all women of the parish are welcomed

organizations, Save a Family Plan, and
missions in Canada and abroad.
Members volunteer at retirement home
prayer services and bingos, sell
daffodils for the Cancer Society and

You don’t have to be a member

to attend a meeting - all women

of the parish are welcomed and
encouraged to join in

and encouraged to join in.

As noted on the national CWL
website (www.cwl.ca), an invitation is
extended to all women to purchase a
membership in the Catholic Women's

organize parish functions such as
receptions, bake sales and garden sales. Perhaps our most
visible parish contributions are the funeral luncheons
prepared and served by our members, which are
appreciated as much for the warmth and support
extended to families and guests at the death of a loved
one, as for the meal they provide.

Our CWL Chapter celebrated its 75th anniversary in
2003 and has long been considered a vital part of parish
life. Meetings are held in Room E at 7:00 p.m. the first
Monday of the month from October to June. The first
meeting of the new CWL year takes place on the second
Monday in September with a Welcome Back Social. Each
meeting features a short spiritual reflection and a business
segment, followed by refreshments and a speaker or
activity. Featured speakers have included a naturopath, a

League of Canada. The cost is $20.
While your presence at meetings is important, we realize
that in this busy world it may not always be possible for
you to attend. Be assured that your interest and support is
as important as your attendance! Included in your
membership is The Canadian League magazine
(published quarterly) which will keep you informed of
League business and projects
and in contact with other
members across Canada.
Please consider joining the
165 members of St. Michael's
CWL. Our President, Mary
Maxwell, can be reached at
mmaxwell@rogers.com.
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LIBERATE

4 London
Locations:

Central Ave
519-673-4130

YOUR BANKING!

CHEQUING | SAVING | BORROWING | INVESTING | E-BANKING | PROFIT SHARING | LIBERATING

Dundas St E
519-451-2200 519-673-6928

LIBRO

FINANCIAL GROUP

y—4

1-800-361-8222

Richmond St N Wellington Rd S <
www.libro.ca

519-686-1291

[SOLUTIONS]

SIMPLIFY & MAXIMIZE TECHNOLOGY

www.mldsalutions.com

“f  Data Management Systems

‘B Web Solutions

“B  Office Solutions & Document Preparation
‘8 Computer Training and Support

330 Guueens Avenue, 3 Fir
London, ON N6B 1X4

tel: 519.667-0526
toll.free: 1.888.730.5011

office@mldsolutions.com o 519.672-6247




| ou Office Staff: ADynamic [

by Beth Ann Kendrick

At some point we have all
come into contact with Pat
Estabrooks and Jolanda Squire.
Pat's official title is
Receptionist/Office Assistant,
and Jolanda's is Financial
Secretary. Their real title ought

starting out as the receptionist,
and growing into her current
role. She is also busy with the
parish outside work hours,
having been Sunday School
coordinator, parish
representative to St. Michael's

to be the Dynamic Duo;
however, they are too modest to wear their capes.

When I asked Pat and Jolanda what their jobs consisted
of, the lists were long and seemed intertwined. Pat
answers the phone, never knowing who or what might be
on the other end: a birth, a death, a celebration, someone
who needs help. Jolanda takes care of the finances:
payroll, accounts, tax returns, as well as the bulletin.
Together they support over 50 ministries in the parish.
They maintain the database of the parishioners, keeping
track of the sacraments, marriage preparation, funerals,
mail outs and much more. They are an integral part of the
everyday functioning of St. Michael's.

Pat has worked at St. Michael's for two years and has
been a parishioner here for 34 years. It's now become her
“home away from home.” At her other home, Pat and her
husband, Brian, have two daughters and a son, and three
grandchildren. They enjoy spending time with their
friends and family.

Jolanda has been with St. Michael's for four years,

school, and coordinator of the
Christmas pageant. Jolanda and her husband, Phil, have
two children. They are busy with soccer, neighborhood
events, school, family and, of course, their parish.

Pat and Jolanda agree that the people are the best part
of St. Michael's. Pat enjoys the many visitors who come
through the office everyday, whether looking for
information, picking up a mass card, or just stopping by.
Jolanda says she has found the ministries to be a great way
to meet people and that it's a wonderful community of
which to be a part.

Although neither seemed to want to talk much about
themselves, there is alot to say. There is an endless amount
of things they do to keep St. Michael's functioning. So, the
next time you have a Baptism, First Communion,
Confirmation, wedding, funeral, receive a mail out or look
at the bulletin, think about Pat and Jolanda. We are very
lucky to have such wonder women who care so deeply
about our parish, as should we. In Pat's words, “this is your
parish; treasure it and supportit.”

THINKING OF SELLING OR BuyiNGg A HOME?
www.CallTheHendersons.com

John, Penny & Ashley HENDERSON

RE/MAX centre City Realty Inc. Brokerage
675 Adelaide St N, London ON N5Y 2L4
519-667-1800

Sales Representatives

Show a Sign of Success

Professional Real Estate Service from Our Family to Yours for over 30 Years!
Email us today @ CallTheHendersons@rogers.com for a FREE MARKET EVALUATION
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by Michelle Cavaliere
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To Place Your Ad Call Carmen Gicante

Advertise with Us

519.672.4875 or E-mail cgicante@yahoo.com

THOMAS C. UREN

HANES, BUCHNER & UREN
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

783 RICHMOND ST. - LONDGON, ONT. NBA 3H4

OFFICE 434-7371

FAX 6872-5012 RES. 439-7100

Bethany [Jobb

President

Clarks

Fulfillment & Distribution Centre
We Lighten Your Workload!

Muiling Services » Store, Pick & Pack Your Inventory
Product Assembly * Piece Work » Customized Marketing Projects

520 First Street, Unit 19, London, ON N5V 3C6
Phone: (519) 452-0050  Fax: (5319) 452-3757
E-mail: bethany@clarkslondon.ca  Websile: www.clarkslondon.ca

Dr. Cheryl Letheren
& Associates

® New patients welcome
A Eyecare for the entire family
e Saturday and evening appointments

| Tel 519/434/2221 Fax 519/434/9915
“cherylletheren@bellnet.ca

Sacred Heowrt B

Books, Gifts, Sacramentals,
Statues, Art and more...

located just minutes north of Masonville mall
on Richmond St. in Birr.

Tuesday to Friday 9:30 - 5:30 and Saturday 10:00 - 5:00
www.sacredheartbookshop.com 519-666-3600

AVA
MAY-MCONVILLE

INSURANCE

BROKERS LIMITED

Tel: (519) 673-0880
Fax: (519) 645-8764
Watts: 1-877-629-6226

Meal... and more

™~

Meals, independence and compassion.
Call us today about volunteering.

Meals on VWheels

London www.mealscn-wheels.ca

660-1430

o
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DONOHULE

FUNERAL HOME

Family owned and operated since 1930.
A tradition of care,
compassion and professionalism
helping facilitate those experiencing
the loss of a loved one.

362 Waterloo Street
London, ON NGB 2N6

519-434-2708

website: donohuefuneralhome.ca
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.I Parish |nformation
-

St. Michael’s Parish, 515 Cheapside St., London, ON N5Y 3X5
Phone: 519-433-6689 Fax: 519-433-2301

E-mail: stmichlon@rtceclondon.on.ca www.stmichaels.dioceseoflondon.ca
Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to noon and 1:00 to 4:30 p.m.

Sunday Masses Pastoral Team

Saturday: 5:00 p.m. Father Murray Sample, Pastor
Sunday: 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. msanple@reec. london.on.ca ext. 202
Weekday Masses @i e 205

Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 noon Dan Moynihan, Cootdinator of Youth Ministry

Wednesday & Friday: 8:00 a.m. dmoynihan@rcec.london.on.ca ext. 206

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. Mary Taylor, Pastoral Minister
mitaylon@rcec.london.on.ca ext. 203

Staff

Ministries to Children

8:30 Mass & 10:30 Mass - September to June Pat Estabrooks, Receptionist/Secretary

10:30 Mass - July & August J‘l‘iﬁiﬂ/?/oﬂ'@ﬂec‘:/0/%2’0?7.077.6&1 ext. 201
Liturgy of the Word: Grades 2,3 and 4 ]olagda .Squlre, Financial Secretary
Sundmy Schook Awed 3 t0 Grade 1 Jsquird@rcec.london.on.ca ext. 200
Byb i ' ij ats 10 ave 3 Sid Wocks, Hall Coordinator ext. 210
abysitting: Infa a . . .
S & Parish Council Chairperson
Mark Van Den Bossche
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. & 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.
! P Calendar of Events
. Parent Meeting Confirmation September 26
Free Bus Service to Parish Picnic September 30
10:30 a.m. Mass Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults RCIA)  October 3
The route . . . %\)Ztent IE/IIe_(Ietirﬁg—First Reconciliation Octoboer 17b& ;g
9:50 Richmond & Windemere axs ot eang crober
Parish Mission November 18, 19, 20
770 Fanshawe Park. Rd. east of Fremont . 2.
10:00 Adelaide St. & Fansh Park Rd. b First Reconciliations November 21, 22 & 24
' o iﬁl € St & tanshawe Fatk Rd. bus stop Ministry Fair November 24 /25
u
M f R b N ber 27
Adelaide/Kipps Lane 1st bus stop ass of RemEmorance overmnbEr
. 1st Sunday of Advent December 2
Kipps Lane/Barker St. bus stop west Parish Mission April 20, 21, 22, 23
McNay/Huron St. o
Huron St. bus stop east of Wedgewood Dr
10:15 Royal Oak Apartments 1136 New Parishioners? Moving?
St. Michael’s Church We invite all new parishioners to register with the
Parish.  The registration form is available at the
The bus will stop at regular bus stops or wherever it is Welcome Desk or parish office. If you have recently
hatled along the route. changed your address or phone number, please advise

the parish office. Thank you.
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